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and remaining truly Indian. Then the British rulers will be servants
and no masters. They will be trustees, and not tyrants, and they will
live in perfect peace with the whole of the inhabitants of India. The
future, therefore, lies not with the British race, but with the Indians
themselves, and if they have sufficient self-abnegation and abste-
miousness, they can make themselves free this very moment, and
when we have arrived in India at the simplicity which is still ours
largely and which was ours entirely until a few years ago, it will still
be possible for the best Indians and the best Europeans to see one
another throughout the length and breadth of India and act as - the
leaven. When there was no rapid locomotion, teachers and preachers
went on foot, from one end of the country to the other, braving all
dangers, not for recouping their health—though all that followed
from their tramps—but for the sake of humanity. Then were Benares
and other places of pilgrimage, the holy cities, whereas today they
are an abomination.
" You will recollect you used to rate me for talking to my children
in Gujarati. I now feel more and more convinced that I was ab-
solutely right in refusing to talk to them in English. Fancy a Gujarati
writing to another Gujarati in English, which, as you would properly
remark, he mispronounces, and writes ungrammatically. I should
certainly never commit the ludicrous blunders in writing Gujarati
that I do in writing or speaking English. I think that when I speak
in English to an Indian or a foreigner, I in a measure unlearn the
language. If I want to learn it well, and if I want to attune my ear to
it, I can only do so by talking to an Englishman and by listening to
an Englishman speaking."
The book first appeared serially in Indian Opinion. Later it was
published in book form, to be proscribed in March 1910, by the
Bombay Government. In answer to this action, Gandhi published
.the English translation. When Gokhale saw the translation, he
thought it so crude and hastily conceived that he prophesied that
Gandhi himself would destroy the book after spending a year in India.
Hind Swaraj is the quintessence of Gandhi's ideas. It was written
when he was forty. Some ten years later, Gandhi writing of the
book said: "I withdraw nothing except one word of it, and that in
deference to a lady friend.**
"Whilst the views expressed in Hind Swaraj are held by me," said
Gandhi, WI have but endeavoured humbly to follow Tolstoy, Rusldn,

